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References:

1. Base Document CD 1.4, June 1998

2. J4/98-0423 COBOL CD 1.4 Chapters 1 thru 12 (R. Bart)

3. J4/99--0051, Amendment to definition of class, 99-0034

4. J4/99-0034, Definition of "class"

PROPOSED REVISION: 

Provide definitions of the multiple meanings of the term "class".

JUSTIFICATION:

Reference 2 contains this comment: B-9)   'page 9, 4.55  class.  The term is overloaded.  We need a definition for the other classes.  Preferably we need to go through every use of the word "class" in the standard and disambiguate it.  I would replace each use of class with "class condition", "character class", "data class" or "object class" as appropriate.'

COMPATIBILITY:

This proposal is compatible with ANSI X3.23-1985 as amended by ANSI X3.23a-1989 and ANSI X3.23b-1993.

DISCUSSION:

Initial Investigation

The comment was accepted by J4, and the author was directed to write a proposal. The idea of replacing each use of "class" is not practical and would make the document hard to read. It is normally clear from the context, which meaning of the term is applicable. This proposal provides a correction for the definitions, however.

Pre-Meeting 217

I adopted the ideas presented in reference 3 and updated the document accordingly.

PROPOSED CHANGES TO BASE DOCUMENT:

1. Page 9, 4 definitions, item 4.55, change in part to read:

"4.55 class (in object orientation): The entity that …".

2. Page 9, 4 definitions, insert the following items in sequence and renumber accordingly:

"4.xx    class (of a data item):   a designation for a set of data items having common attributes or a common range of values, defined by the usage or picture clause in a data description entry, by  a definition of a predefined identifier, or by a definition of an intrinsic function. 

4.xx    class (of data values):   a designation for a set of data values that are permissible in the content of a data item: 

1) defined and named by the user in a class-name clause or an alphabet clause in the SPECIAL-NAMES paragraph, or 

2) predefined classes ALPHABETIC, ALPHABETIC-UPPER, ALPHABETIC-LOWER, NUMERIC, and BOOLEAN.

A class of data values is used in a class condition to determine the validity of the content of a data item."

3. Page 9, 4 definitions, item 4.57, class definition, change in part to read:

4.57   class definition (in object orientation):    "... a class of objects".

RESOLVED ISSUES:

1. N/A

OPEN ISSUES:

1. None

